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populations. The LabDisk will be interfaced and connected with appropriate Databases and Decision 
Support Systems (right) to improve vector control, and the management of insecticide resistance. 
 
 
IMBB-FORTH Researcher and Principal Investigator, Prof. John Vontas, will coordinate the 
research project, which is a Pan-European endeavor that will be performed in collaboration with 
several highly acclaimed European Institutes, such as the HSG-Germany (notably, head and 
major contributor of the relevant HSG activities is Konstantinos Mitsakakis, a University of 
Crete PhD graduate), the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine and the Swiss Tropical and 
Public Health Institute, in addition to 4 African countries. 
 
The diagnostic platform that will be developed aims to contribute towards improving tactical 
decision making for Malaria Vector Control in the field, and the management of insecticide 
resistance that mosquito develop, which is one of the biggest problems in malaria control, a life-
threatening disease causing more than 600,000 deaths every year in sub-Saharan Africa, mostly 
in children under five and pregnant women. 
 
This versatile and powerful molecular platform has the potential to be developed further, to 
become readily adapted and applied for additional mosquito species and vector-born diseases. 


